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          I want to announce Taylor Branch’s new book, The Clinton Tapes:  Wrestling History with the President. He will be discussing his book October 1st at Borders on K St. at 6:30 P.M., Oct. 7th at 7:00 P.M. in the William G. McGowan Theater at the National Archives, and October 26 at 7:00 P.M. at Politics & Prose Bookstore.    He will discuss his new book in this next newsletter. 

          This newsletter exists to begin and contribute to a sustained a campaign to empower our community by organizing around specific issues:  

     1.   Promoting a rigorous search of the books and documentaries about organizing in Mississippi that will include but not limited to books, documentaries, and dissertations about Mississippi.  

     2.   We must begin a confederation of organizers, organizations that include but are not limited to these issues, same sex marriage, saving social security & Medicare, registering democrats for the 2010 congressional election, card checks to facilitate unions, green jobs, health reform, constitutional guarantee of a quality education, amnesty for non-citizen residents, support of CDF freedom schools, support Teaching for Change, increase NAACP & ACLU, and support for a government big enough to deal with its owners, the American people.  I seek not to create an organization but activate and/or create organizers around these issues.  We are they who change the world; we are now faced with 3 choices, join the mob, stand silent, or organizing.  I call on those of you who were in the Mississippi ’64 Summer Project, those of you who attended the ’64 Democratic Convention in Atlantic City, those of you who supported the Congressional Challenge in1965, and those of you who worked in the campaign to elect Obama to utilize what we learned.  We learned that we can get anything for which we are willing to fight.   We also learned that what we create in the name of freedom and empowerment does not belong to us or those empowered.  We need to provide 100,000 organizers with the purpose of retiring as many republicans as possible.  What I propose is audacious, but audacity is no stranger to us.  We can’t out-hate the mob, but we can out-organize.  Let us begin now.  I encourage responses to this.  

          The organizers of the October 8-11th Conference commemorating the Oxford workshops needed to be congratulated for planning a program that includes people like Charlie Cobb and Senator Sellars whose father was intimately involved in the Civil Rights Movement.  Those of us who had the opportunity to create the summer project, don’t own it, are not in control of it, and shouldn’t be.  

          The most beautiful thing about empowerment is that when you bestow it, you can no longer control, nor should you be able to.

           There will be a SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference at Shaw University at Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina April 15-18, 2010.  SNCC was the most courageous, creative, religiously base organization in America.  The Freedom Election, the RLT Smith election, the taking of WLBT’s license, the summer project, the Department of Justice with SNCC (documented by Unlikely Heroes by Jack Bass, and Mississippi Challenge, by Mildred Pitts Walter).   All were inspired by SNCC.  I will defend and protect that history and use it to build a foundation that creates more organizers.  

          When you read I’ve Got The Light of Freedom by Charles Payne, Local People:  The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi by John Dittmer,  Parting the Waters, Pillar of Fire, and At Canaan’s Edge by Taylor Branch, Let the People Decide by Todd Moye, 

Many Minds, One Heart by Wesley Hogan, The Good Doctors by John Dittmer, Freedom Song by Mary King, The Quiet Revolution: The First Palestinian Intifada and Nonviolent Resistance by Mary King, Emancipation Betrayed by Paul Ortiz, The Summer that Didn’t End, The Story of The Mississippi Civil Rights Project of 1964 by Len Holt, and Hands on the Freedom Plow: Personal Accounts by Women in SNCC edited by Faith Holsaert, Martha Prescod Noonan, Judy Richardson, Betty Garman Robinson, Jean Smith Young, and Dorothy Zellner it is clear that there is a literary foundation to this history.  We need to use this history to organize organizers for the sake of production of more organizers.  Let this begin today.

          Sue (Lorenzi) Sojourner has written an excellent work book about the history of Holmes County.  Some of the chapters on Civil Rights history are the best I’ve read.  November 13th there will be a discussion at the Holmes County Courthouse using this book.  November 14th Representative Robert Clark will head a banquet honoring the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party.  I will be at both of those events.  Very important to the civil rights struggle in Holmes County was Hartman Turnbow.  The sheriff of Leflore County signed a bond which was accepted by the Holmes County sheriff to turn Hartman Turnbow over to me.  At the November 13th meeting, you can find out why.  

Hartman Turnbow 

by Mike Kellin

My name is Hartman Turnbow

And I belong to me

I live in Mississippi down in Holmes County.

There are bullet holes in my front door

They set my house on fire,

But I’m going to vote this fall

Because it’s freedom I desire.

Last spring I went to register,

To cast my one man vote.

They called me boy,

Said tip your hat, but that didn’t get my goat;

But come the next morning when the clock was striking 3:00

I heard this noise, and I saw this fire,

And I knew they’d come for me.

My name is Hartman Turnbow

Now, down in delta country,

We got no running water, 

So my missus drew some buckets

And she passed them to my daughter

While I greeted my guests with buckshot

Until the 4 of them drove away.

Then I went to the sheriff as soon as it was day.

He said, “boy, you’re a liar”.  

He said Hartman Turnbow had set my own house on fire.

He threw me in the jailhouse, but he had to set me free.

‘cause there is law in this here country, and that means liberty.

My name is Hartman Turnbow,

I still won’t bow and shuffle when I come to town.

My mind is set on voting, 

they ain’t going to scare me down.

I’ve been to Atlantic City as a Freedom Democrat.

If they tip their hat to me, then I’ll tip my hat.

My name is Hartman Turnbow.

          The History Channel is developing a documentary about the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission.  This was part of the state sponsored and financed program to monitor and spy on anyone in Mississippi involved in civil rights activity.  

          Mike Sistromm’s book on the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party is the most complete, best researched book on the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party; it establishes a new standard for truth telling and historical accuracy.  It’s the MFDP, warts and all.  The publication is not yet scheduled, but we can only wait so long.  

          Cynthia Griggs Fleming, a brilliant writer who knows everything there is to know about SNCC, (Soon We will Not Cry: The Liberation of Ruby Doris Smith Robinson) describes in this newsletter her new book, Yes We Did?: From King’s Dream to Obama’s Promise.  Her new book is one of the best books ever written about leadership.  She carries us through the contours of leadership in a way that hasn’t been done before.

In the pages of my forthcoming book, “Yes We Did? From King’s Dream to Obama’s Promise,” I have included the voices of a variety of black leaders who are engaged in the ongoing struggle facing African Americans in the new millennium.  The leaders who speak are old and young, northern and southern, male and female.  Some have national name recognition, while others are virtually unknown outside their own communities.  Some are historical figures in the twilight of their careers, and others are young people still formulating their leadership strategies.  They represent politics, education, religion, and community activism.  They comment on everything from the generational divide between black leaders and their constituents to the social, economic, political cultural, and educational issues that shape their leadership agendas and define the lives of their constituents in the new millennium.  As they speak, these leaders’ voices are steeped in the history and tradition of the difficult struggle that has always faced black leaders in what many still regard as a white man’s country.  These leaders speak passionately about the problems they have experienced, the prospects they see, and the perils that remain, even in an America where a young black politician from Illinois can convince millions of Americans of all colors that the greatness of the nation is still contained in the promise that ordinary Americans of all colors have the power to make a difference.  “Yes We Can,”

Cynthia G. Fleming

          Ken Dean, a long time associate of mine, has helped combine religion and politics to such a degree that I’ve come to believe that if you’re not good at both, you won’t succeed at either.  Our relationship has been tested in the fires of the civil rights movement and continues to stand.  Following is his paper he wrote for this newsletter.         

Probably the most important legislation in my 74 year life time is the Voting Rights Bill and the other related laws prohibiting racial discrimination. This body of legislation helped bring justice for all Americans and went a long way toward removing the stigma of legal racism for our nation in the international community. 

Now, we have come to another opportunity to remove a second stigma from our public life. Every industrial nation is ahead of the United States in the matter of universal health care. While the support for health care legislation is strong through out the land, it remains that some who should be literally preaching the loudest support, they are mostly silent. 

I grew-up in the mountain area of East Tennessee. We knew what to do and not do according to what the local Baptist preacher said in his sermons. Mostly, then and now, religion is a behaviorism telling us how to behave on all matters of life. In the churches of my youth, frequently, the preacher would pose the rhetorical question: What would Jesus, our Lord and Master, do? What would he have us do? 

And so it is, Jesus was the prince of peace, he was a teacher and protector of the children, he cared for the widow, the poor and all those on the margins of society. And, at the very center of his life and work, He was a healer. Stories abound of his care for the diseased and crippled. The blind and lame, the deaf and people possessed with what was believed to be evil spirits, persons with high fevers and epilepsy. This was his social ministry while he opposed the oppression of foreign rule and local collaboration. In other words, he protested injustice. 

. 
Jesus lived a life that touched in a significant way everything that has to do with the health care of every class in society. His was a ministry that covered everything from the beside care of laying on hands to the concern for food for the poor. In his day the religious institution stood at the center of society, taxes were paid there and ministries to the people were lodged there. We still give money to the church, but we know that no church is sufficient to handle public health. So we give, not a ten percent tithe, but a twenty percent or more to our local, state and federal governments to carry on the ministries which used to belong to the religious institution. We are still paying the tax or the tithe, but we have separated out the organization of the functions of ministry. The government now does what the religious institution once did. 

My point is this: whether we simply ask the question, "What would Jesus do?'" or if we believe that our governments really do use our modern tax/tithe to take care of these ministries that once were handled by the religious institutions, is it not expected that we pass the necessary legislative programs to fulfill this obligation of health care for all? Without legal support moral obligation may float aimlessly never hitting the target. Health care is not a partisan issue nor should it be a service mainly for the wealthy. No country is stronger than the health of its people. Sound health care is a moral obligation of a democratic society. 
Already the church and other religious groups are suffering from being out of touch with the needs and interests of many of the people of the land. Their lack of speaking out, preaching-teaching, with a loud and clear voice on the matter of health care, is an example of why many people are finding other things to do on Sunday morning or Friday evenings. Christians, Jews, and other faith-based groups ought to be speaking out now in support of health care for all our people. 
Can you imagine Moses, the law giver, or Jesus, the healer, not supporting universal health care? I can't. 
Kenneth L. Dean, Baptist Minister, Rt 

140 Hampton Way 
Carrollton, Georgia 30116 

KDean1@bellsouth.net 

678-438-770

          My next contribution is from Dr. Cecil Gray, a child of the civil rights movement and the child of Victoria Grey Adams.  Cecil has galvanized his educational achievement into a school that exemplifies the best of the civil rights movement.

The Victoria Jackson Gray Adams Freedom and Democracy School II
(VJGAFDII)
Copyright © 2009 by Cecil Conteen Gray, Ph.D. and
The Freedom and Democracy Schools Foundation, Inc.
The Victoria Jackson Gray Adams Freedom and Democracy School II (VJGAFDII) -- a free, public school, serving sixth through twelfth grade students -- is an intentional continuation and a contemporary manifestation of The 1960s Freedom Movement.  Named after Freedom Movement legend, Victoria Jackson Gray Adams, the school opened August 31, 2009.  The school's Operator, Co-Founder, and President is Mrs. Gray Adams' son, Cecil C. Gray, Ph.D.

(( Victoria Jackson Gray Adams was a relatively low-profile, yet historic, pioneer of the modern Freedom Movement.  She was a founding a member of the historic Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP); an ardent supporter of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC); a member of the National Board of SCLC (while Dr. King served as its President); and a member of the historic and now legendary, Mississippi-born, Freedom Movement trio [a trio consisting of herself, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Annie Devine;  a trio perhaps most famous  (a)for their leadership during the National Democratic Party Challenge (Atlantic City, New Jersey, 1964), and  (b)for their triune leadership again when they carried out the historic Congressional Challenge (Washington, DC, 1965)].  Mrs. Gray Adams was also the first woman in the history of the United States to run for U.S. Senator from the state of Mississippi; and the list goes on relative to her multifarious accomplishments and contributions.))

The VJGA FD School II continues the Freedom Movement’s work of humanizing the United States and the world by cultivating informed, non-conformist, intelligent, thoughtful, confident, engaged, and deeply caring citizens.
             VJGA FD II (also known as NACA II) builds on the work of its sibling school, Northwood Appold Community Academy (NACA/NACA I).  ((NACA I opened August 29, 2005.  It serves students in Kindergarten through fifth grade, has been number one among its cohort in academics for three of the four years of its existence, and boasts the lowest suspension rate of any public school in the city.))  Serving students in grades six through twelve, VJGA FD II is fueled by a Vision that centers on “equipping students to make a living AND a life” (see website, www.nacacad.org).  Freedom Movement giant and legend, Ms. Ella Baker, often said she was concerned our country’s educational institutions were preparing students to make a living but not a life.  VJGA FD II is careful to hear and heed Ms. Baker’s critique.  VJGA FD II teachers are trained to not only cultivate the intellectual skills of students so the students are empowered to make a living/build a career that brings them money – VJGA FD II teachers and staff are also trained and required to catalyze/impart/imbue within students the high principle/the pivotal requirement that the students make a life, that is, be people who give themselves to the humane elevation of humanity.
VJGA FD II -- offering rigorous academics, advanced character development, and the unique innovative Freedom and Democracy Curriculum® -- is a free, public school, open to all residents of Baltimore City, Maryland.  In addition to relatively traditional subject matter, students matriculating/journeying through VJGA FD II are introduced to living Freedom and Democracy exemplars from The 1960s (including Vincent Harding, Sonia Sanchez, Bob Moses, Lawrence Guyot, Martha Noonan, Dorie Ladner, and others).  Simultaneously, in all their learning – in their assignments, research, speaking, writing, AND actions/living – VJGA FD II students are exposed to and are encouraged to emulate the constructive brilliance and profound commitment of the noted persons, of other Freedom Movement persons who are now Ancestors . . .  AND of other persons-people-movements-and-moments across human history, of all cultures-all colors-all communities-and-all creeds.

With regularity and  predictability, VJGA FD II launches into the world “whole” young people, that is, young people who are proficient relative to academic achievement and intellectual skills; who are advanced and healthy relative to character development; who are prepared to excel at any public or private school they choose to attend following graduation from VJGA FD II; and who, ultimately, become peaceful servant-leaders in society.  Cultivating and utilizing interlocking partnerships between parents, students, teachers, administrators, civic structures, social leaders, business leaders, and political leaders, VJGA FD II sends into the world young people who are transformative presences/conscious agents of constructive change, equipped to make a peaceful living, empowered to make a meaningful life; and positioned to participate fully in freedom and democracy.  

Keeping a relatively low profile like the person whose name it carries, the Victoria Jackson Gray Adams Freedom and Democracy School II (VJGAFDII) is the second of many more Freedom and Democracy Schools that are being planted across the country and around the globe.  Considering how the school is anchored in the local community and is intentional about serving local people, and considering how its Vision is national and global, perhaps it is clear the Victoria Jackson Gray Adams Freedom and Democracy School II really is an intentional continuation of and a contemporary manifestation of The 1960s Freedom Movement . . . a living life-giving monument, contributing daily to the cultivation of engaged caring citizens, a more just society, a peaceful society, a better society, and a new world.

The Victoria Jackson Gray Adams Freedom and Democracy School II
(VJGA FD II)
Copyright © 2009 by Cecil Conteen Gray, Ph.D. and
The Freedom and Democracy Schools Foundation, Inc.

          My next contribution is from Mildred P. Walters whose book Mississippi Challenge is the best book written on the challenge.  It is excellent and should be studied.  I am very grateful she agreed to contribute to this newsletter.

WHY YES WE CAN?

Young Barack Obama made a historical speech at the 2004 Democratic Convention. His speech stressed that we are one people, united. As a constitutional scholar he must know that the American dilemma from the inception of the nation has been division.  In their book, Slave Nation, How Slavery United the Colonies &Sparked the American Revolution, Alfred W. And Ruth G. Blumrosen well documented information about this division that is manifested in the constitution. Can it be possible that young Barack Obama, knowing and loving the institutions of this nation, understands that the constitution is a living document with options to improve it as we keep those values given in the past that make this nation a beacon for those seeking justice?

The dilemma started in 1772 when stirrings of the end slavery were showing with the Somerset case. James Somerset, a young African captive who had been taken to England from the American colonies by his captor was freed. The economy in the south was dependent on slave labor in the cotton, sugar and tobacco fields; the economy in Massachusetts was based on the building of ships to transport those products. Thomas Jefferson, a wealthy slave owner in Virginia and  John Adams of Massachusetts whose wealth was gained from shipbuilding under stood  how the English law could gravely affect the economies of  the colonies.  The colonies south of the Ohio River: The Carolinas, Georgia, and Virginia had economies based on slave labor.  They were especially concerned about the Somerset case and possibility of England ending slavery in the colonies. 

There was unrest in the colonies because of the belief of taxes without representation and that the Crown was seeking to deprive them of their “ancient, legal and constitutional rights.” There was also unrest amongst the laborers who felt they were competing unjustly against slave labor. However, in 1774 Virginia created a resolution which united the colonies and led to the first Continental Congress.  The war with England in1775 led to the independence of the colonies, and the struggle began between those who believed that slavery was odious and should be abolished and those who believed that slaves were less than human and could be held in bondage as property.  

The South with the threat of walking out of conventions that sought to form a union won one concession after another.  They succeed in getting their slaves recognized as property and as 3/5th of a person for increasing their numbers of representation and for a strong affirmation of state’s rights. All of this was done to protect the institution of slavery and to secure their economy, thus another division between North and South.  

It was difficult to sell the idea of fighting a war to save slavery to the people who had to do the fighting: indentured servants, slaves, those without property and workers who were in competition with free slave labor, thus another division.  So the framers of the constitution in contradiction to their actions wrote words that promised liberty, justice and the pursuit of happiness for all. Yet many who fought were still without property, civil liberties and without debt.  Then in 1787 the North West Ordinance Compromise opened up vast areas of land giving the veterans of the revolutionary war liberties, land, and a place that banned slavery north of the Ohio River.  The nation officially became half slave and half free.  However, in 1857 the Dred Scot case invalidated the ordinance that banned slavery north of the Ohio River. The court ruled that Congress had no power to draw lines between the states.  Slavery spread throughout the nation.

The nation allowed almost a hundred years of compromises to  protect slavery before Abraham Lincoln in a debate with Steven Douglas, took a phrase from the scripture, St. Mark 3:25, “And if a house be divided against it self that house can not stand.” John Brown with twenty others, including seven blacks, stormed the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, and other disruptions finally caused the south to protect their economy by seceding from the Union in 1861. This secession sparked the bloody Civil War.

Now more than another hundred years in 2007 young Barack Obama announced he was running for president of the United States in the home town of Abraham Lincoln. Sensing that this country is still divided on issues that are basic to our moral and religious values, and that many of the citizens are weary and want change, Mr. Obama waged a unique campaign with the slogan, “Yes, we can.” In November, 2008, he was elected president!  Why yes we can? We are the government of the people, by the people and for the people. Now it is our turn. We must act for unity. We must make the welfare of the people our concern.  YES WE CAN!

             There is no statute of limitations for murder.  Keith Beauchamp has fashioned the best relationship possible with the Department of Justice and the FBI.  He maintains his complete artistic autonomy and brings the public into play which propels the Department of Justice and the FBI to convict.  Please read his following letter.

	Dear Friends,

May this message find you in the best of spirit and good health.
	[image: image1.wmf]


My name is Keith A. Beauchamp, Founder/Director of Till Freedom Come Productions, LLC. Perhaps, you may remember me? I am the young investigative documentary filmmaker who was involved in getting the 50-year old, Civil Rights murder case of Emmett Louis Till reopened in 2004.

In 2007, I was selected to collaborate with the FBI and their New Civil Rights "Cold Case" Initiative, revisiting unsolved civil rights murders of our past by using the powerful medium of investigative documentary filmmaking. Just as the Till Film, my role is to help federal authorities bring public awareness to these unsolved murders in hopes of setting up a justice-seeking atmosphere that will allow eyewitnesses or people with information to feel comfortable coming forward. Not only am I assisting federal officials with their investigations, I’m also helping the families of the victims by giving them the platform to speak, and producing a recorded history, so that generations could learn the stories of those who have paved the way for us to exist in this free society.

Last year under this rare collaboration, I produced two TV shows, a four- part documentary series for TV One Networks entitled, "Murder in Black and White" hosted by Rev. Al Sharpton and a one hour, reality based TV Special for the History Channel entitled, "Wanted: Justice! Johnnie Mae Chappell. Although, I am truly overwhelmed by the success and accolades I’ve been receiving, there is still much to be done. Currently, we are in need of your participation in helping solve these crimes. It has been over two years since this Initiative was announced and we are now at a critical stage in getting justice and closure in these cases. If you are anyone has information on any Unsolved Civil Rights Murders, you are encouraged to contact me at Tillfreedomcom@aol.com or by phone, 1-888-237-8051. Your name will be kept anonymous.

Time is not on our side; as days go by, perpetrators and witnesses are dying off. Sincerely,

Keith A. Beauchamp

Keith A. Beauchamp

Founder/Director Till Freedom Come Productions, LLC www.emmetttillstory.com
           Joe Davenport has produced a documentary on the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party which he describes here.  When we know the schedule and locations we will notify you.  The trailer can be viewed on You Tube.  

Civil Rights Documentary:  “Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party”

In 1964 an integrated group of sharecroppers, activists, students, ministers and regular citizens formed their own political party in Mississippi to force Jim Crow out of the political machine. Against the firebombs and beatings of '64 Freedom Summer, they risked everything to get on a bus for Atlantic City and call upon the Democratic National Convention to recognize them. There, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party butted up against a political institution less interested in moral arguments than in political realities. The MFDP’s appearance on the political scene in 1964 forever altered the face of the Democratic Party, teaching a group of first-time activists a valuable lesson in the difference between how democracy is practiced and how it is preached.

This feature-length documentary was produced during the final semester of my Masters program at Florida State University. Throughout the Spring I traveled through Mississippi to talk to people who were involved in the Freedom Movement in Mississippi. The film was shot in HD and features an original score as well as music which has been graciously donated by talented local and national artists. The experience of making this documentary moved my cameraman and myself deeply; we both have come out of it with a renewed passion for social justice and equality in all its many forms. The film is complete and will be screened in Memphis, TN, and Tallahassee, FL in the coming weeks. 

If you would like to know more, please contact me at jddavenport@gmail.com. 
Joseph Young

1006 4th Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

(202) 544-0214

Signs of the Time

The signs and images used by the Tea Party Express protesters at the Sept.12 march on the US Capitol to express their views on health-care reform cast President Obama in a bad light, as African Americans worry this anti-Obama sentiment could culminate in his assassination. 

      Several people held up signs saying, “BURY OBAMACARE WITH KENNEDY,” a reference to Massachusetts Senator Teddy Kennedy who was an advocate of universal health-care before his death.  Mounted on the rear of a pick-up truck, one sign read, “SAVE AMERICA STOP OBAMA!”  Some likened President Obama to the Joker, a comic book super villain and archenemy of Bateman who stood for truth and justice.

      “There are some veil threats in some of this,” said Dr. Frank Smith, director of the Washington based African American Civil War Memorial.  “There is some reason to be concerned about this.”

      Other signs denounced President Obama’s health-care reform efforts and other initiatives as threats to the Constitution.  Protesters promoted gun rights, small government and close boarders to illegal immigrants.

      Former President Jimmy Carter spoke directly about the Tea Party protest during a forum at the Carter Center in Atlanta.

      “The signs I saw on television last night, “WE SHOULD BURY OBAMACARE WITH KENNEDY,” for instance, and “OBMA IS A NAZI” and Obama’s picture with Hitler’s mustache on it – those kind of things are not just casual outcomes of a sincere debate over whether we should have a national program in health-care or not,” Carter said. “It’s deeper than that.”

     How deep is it?  

      Director of the African American Civil War Memorial Frank Smith, president emeritus of the National Council of Negro Women Dorothy Height and civil rights trailblazer Lawrence Guyot explored the complex subject of race, as the core of much of the opposition to President Obama’s health-care reform efforts.

      Frank Smith:  President Jimmy Carter is a statesman – a statesman born 

and reared in the South. He still makes his home there in Georgia which is a state I’m 

familiar with because I was born there myself.  So, I have to give a lot of deference to 

him when he makes a statement like this because he’s somebody who knows what he is 

talking about.  I was out there [Tea Party Express’ demonstration at the Capitol] on Saturday myself.  I had to cross Pennsylvania Avenue to get to the black family reunion.  I happened to be there when they were parading down the street on their way to the Capitol.  So, I got to see an awful lot of these signs.  One I was particular upset about was a caricature of President Obama as Adolph Hitler.  They put a mustache on him and all kinds of funny looking things that actually were kind of frightening for me to see.  Some of the characterizations are ridiculous.  
      Smith believes that the Tea Party Express’ opposition to the president’s health-care reform efforts is racially motivated.

      Smith: There is no question about it. But with the election of President Obama America will get over its image of racism around the world. People, around the world, look at American differently now because America has elected a black president. They know it took an awful lot of whites to get him elected.  Having said that I’m also sure they also know that racism is not dead in America.  An awful of people, particularly white males, didn’t vote for him.  They will never vote for him.  And they can’t wait on that next opportunity to try and get him out of office. The opposition still exists.  We would be really blind and crazy not to acknowledge the fact that opposition exists and that it’s racially motivated and somewhat dangerous.  

      Smith believes that the extreme, right wing opposition to President Obama’s health-care reform efforts could culminate in his assassination.

      Smith: The right wing is the political spectrum from which this kind of danger often flows. There is a great fear that some of these people might try something. At the core the right wing is not very democratic. They don’t believe in Democracy that much. They have trouble believing that a black man can be qualified to lead this country. If he won he must have won through some kind of trickery or some kind of deception. They have a responsibility to overthrow him. You see that element in some of those signs out there that talk about, “WE LEFT OUR WEAPONS AT HOME THIS TIME.” As though their saying, next time we’re going to bring our weapons with us. There are some veiled threats in some of this.  There is some reason to be concerned about this. 

      Smith says the Republican Party is in need of real leadership.

      Smith: It is true that the Republican Party is searching for leadership, and they’re searching for leadership at a time when there is a lot of confusion, a lot of turmoil within their own party. These right wing extremist have more influence because there is not a leader over there that can stand up to these people and say that this is not going to be tolerated.  They have to find it soon, so that these right wing extremist are not embolden enough where they might want to do something stupid. That would not be good for the country. That wouldn’t be good for America’s image. And it certainly would be good for this debate which is a legitimate debate that’s going on around this health-care reform issue.  This is an important issue. It is primarily the issue of the 20th century – an issue that to some extent redefines our government. It deserves a fair hearing.       

      Dorothy Height:  Well, you know, we were having the black family reunion celebration on the Mall and hundreds of them [Tea Party Express protestors] came threw.  If I hadn’t seen it I would not believe that they would have Uncle Sam with a black face.  Or that they would have signs saying, “Barack Get Off My Back.”  They were so disrespectful in every way.  It was very clear that they used the opportunity to also express their racial feelings.  I’m not saying every one of them did, but certainly those that I saw – all had signs that really were disrespectful of the president of the United States, but also showed racial feelings.  There is no question about it.  

      Height is founder of the Black Family Reunion celebration.

      Height: We let them go on through.  And they came on the grounds and the like.  We had no encounters with them, but we were disturbed to see the nature and the anger that so many of them had – the flags that they were carrying and the signs that they were carrying.  They look on us as they came through as if we were something that they had not seen before. 

      Height is concerned for President Obama’s safety. 

      Height: I’m concerned to hear the things that they are saying and the threats that are being made.  And I think this really speaks for the fact that racism is not gone.  But I’m glad to say that it’s a small fringe of people.  Over all Americans have had a different attitude or Obama never would have been elected. 

      Height scorns Republican Joe Wilson for his outburst during President Obama’s health-care address to Congress.
   Height: People are making excuses for their congressman whose antic on the floor of Congress was disrespectful.  I think that we have to say that was bad decorum, and it should be recognized as such..  It’s not a good example to set for our children.  Were in a place where we need people who will speak up against these things. Many in Congress did not express their dissatisfaction. 

      Lawrence Guyot: The president of the NAACP, Mr. Jealous, stated my position unequivocally. He said there is a major of white people who supported the Obama campaign. Those were not the people that constituted the mobocracy that’s directed at using race to stop the function of the American government. There is a struggle for the minority. The Republican Party is leading that struggle. 

      Guyot was active in the civil rights movement. He was one of the original members of SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee). In 1964, he directed the Freedom Summer Project in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. In that same year, he was elected chairman of the (MFDP) Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. He still remains active in civil rights issues. 

      Guyot: Jimmy Carter was exactly right. There are some white people who simply continue to believe in white superiority and black inferiority.  This country will only be the great country that it can be when it has an open robust dialogue on the question of race. Now we’re faced with a moral dilemma. There are millions of people uninsured in America. Those of us who are insured need to prove that we really believe that we are responsible for our brethren by seeing that we pass universal health insurance as soon as possible. 

      Guyot says the far right is out to destroy President Obama.
      Guyot: They are crying out. He is unworthy. He is not qualified. He was not born in America. He is usurping the tenth amendment. When you sat out to destroy someone; before you must destroy them you must create the verbal predicate for the social need for their destruction.  The right wing is not only moving to destabilize, not only health-care, not only the president of the United States, but the very function of the government. 

      Guyot on President Obama:

      “For the next 8 years, I would expect him [President Obama] to do nothing on the question of race. However, we elected him president and not king.  I think there is a need for a fight against racism in America.  Otherwise, America will be redefined before our very eyes.”

      Guyot on black professionals:

      “The only good thing about this mobocracy that now exist is that it has dismantled forever the post-racial balderdash that was started by a lot of young, professional blacks who say we know longer have to deal with racism: It’s gone. We now have a black president.”

      Guyot on the far right:

      “We can stand silent and watch it or we can organize.  We can’t out hate them, but we can certainly out organize them.”
          I have information about two books that are being released:
Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954–1965

Edited by Davis W. Houck and David E. Dixon

University Press of Mississippi

ISBN 978-1-60473-107-1, hardback, $50

Book News for Immediate Release

Speeches of women during the civil rights movement receive justice

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Historians have long agreed that women, both black and white, were instrumental in making the civil rights movement move. Until recently, though, such claims have not been supported by material instances of movement speeches and addresses. In a new book, Davis W. Houck and David E. Dixon feature 39 full-text addresses by women of the civil rights movement in a first-of-its-kind anthology.
Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954–1965 (University Press of Mississippi) chronicles the unique and profoundly important rhetorical contributions from such pivotal figures as Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Daisy Bates, Mamie Till-Mobley, and Lillian Smith. Also included here are offerings by lesser-known, but equally important leaders such as Della Sullins, Marie Foster, Johnnie Carr, Jane Schutt, and Barbara Posey.

Beginning with the Brown v. Board decision in 1954 and extending through the Voting Rights Act of 1965, nearly every speech was discovered in local, regional, or national archives. Several speeches were recorded on audiotape, and many are published here for the first time. Houck and Dixon introduce each speaker and speech with a headnote highlighting key biographical and contextual details.  The editors also provide a general introduction that places these women in social, cultural, and political contexts.  

Women and the Civil Rights Movement is the first book to publish exclusively the words spoken by women civil rights leaders and gives voice to the stalwarts whose passionate speech-making was vital to every phase of a movement that changed America. 


Davis W. Houck is associate professor of communication at Florida State University. He is the author, with Matthew A. Grindy, of Emmett Till and the Mississippi Press (University Press of Mississippi), among other books. David E. Dixon is associate professor of political science at Saint Joseph’s College (Indiana). With Houck he co-edited Rhetoric, Religion, and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1965.
Emmett Till and the Mississippi Press

By Davis W. Houck and Matthew A. Grindy

Foreword by Keith A. Beauchamp

University Press of Mississippi

ISBN 978-1-934110-15-7, hardback, $40

Book News for Immediate Release

Story changed when Mississippi journalists covered Emmett Till murder

The story of Emmett Till’s murder still resonates nearly 50 years after his death. And the story has grown and continued to change since 1955. From its inception, the narrative of Emmett Till expanded from a small-town disappearance worthy of three small paragraphs in a local paper into a front-page headline in international newspapers and a wedge issue in the fight for racial justice.  
Emmett Till and the Mississippi Press (University Press of Mississippi) reveals how the Mississippi press, especially newspapers, both expressed and created public opinion in the aftermath of the 1955 Emmett Till murder.  Employing never before used historical materials, including weekly newspapers as well as large circulation dailies, authors Davis W. Houck and Matthew A. Grindy analyze the fascinating rhetorical dynamics of a racially motivated slaying in a small town.
Initially print coverage tended to be sympathetic to Till, but when the case became a clarion call for civil rights and racial justice in Mississippi, journalists reacted. Within days it became clear that the Till case transcended the details of a murder in the Delta. Coverage expanded to include such complex cultural matters as the role of the press, class, gender, and geography in the determination of guilt and innocence. 

Emmett Till and the Mississippi Press also provides a careful examination of the courtroom testimony given in Sumner, Mississippi, and the trial’s conclusion as reported by the state’s newspapers. Following the trial, the authors follow the story to its sordid conclusion, which involved the sensational revelations about Emmett Till’s father as well as the now-infamous murder confession in Look magazine.  The book closes with an analysis of how Mississippi has attempted to reconcile its racially troubled past by, in part, memorializing Emmett Till in and around the Delta.   


Davis W. Houck is associate professor of communication at Florida State University. He is the author of Rhetoric as Currency: Hoover, Roosevelt, and the Great Depression and FDR and Fear Itself: The First Inaugural Address. Matthew A. Grindy (1981–2008) received a Ph.D. in speech communication at Florida State University.

For more information contact Clint Kimberling, Publicist, ckimberling@mississippi.edu
Read more about Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954–1965 at http://www.upress.state.ms.us/books/1149
          Please watch the video, IMPACT OF EVENTS IN MISSISSIPPI IN 1964, a panel discussion at the University of Mississippi on September 24, 2008.  This was a program which preceded the presidential debate there.  You can watch this video at the C-SPAN Video Library, http://www.cspanarchives.org/program/281338-1 or find that and other programs by going to the C-SPAN Video Library and search for programs with Lawrence Guyot’s name.
          I just finished reading an excellent book which I strongly recommend, Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama’s Black Belt, by Hasan Kwame Jeffries.
          Jimmy Carter is right.  We elected Obama president, not king.  He has the option of not dealing with race; we do not.  We are the people who built the momentum that is bringing this country to its present greatness.  We cannot afford to allow the mob to thwart this advancement in its tracks.

          We must organize with fervor as though our future depends on how well we organize, because it does.  I am proud that President Obama has committed himself to a real solution to integration.  We must make sure that women, Blacks, immigrants, and homosexuals are the last 2nd class citizens in America.  We must support the Democratic Party, but we must be independent of the Democratic Party.  

          We must fill the vacuum left by the termination of the funds to ACORN.   ACORN is not our enemy, ACORN is as committed to organizing as we are.  ACORN got caught in a trap which could be used against any of us if we aren’t careful.  SNCC worked with the Lawyers Guild, and we  are better off for it.  The movement without Morton Stavis, Arthur Kinoy, and William Kunstler would have been a different movement. 
          We are fighting to determine what are the nature of citizenship, what is the function scope, size, purpose of the fed government, how do we get the best education possible and how do we reinforce the power of citizens to determine the function, purpose, and size of government.  We are fighting to remove the badges and indicia of slavery.  Slavery was a federal program protected by the constitution and implemented and protected by the us government (read Slave Nation by Arthur Blumrosen and Slave Ship by Marcus Rediker).

          We made the chant let the people decide famous, now is the time to decide.  

Lawrence Guyot

507 U Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001

 (202) 332-5157
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